3rd May 1918,

pesr Father,

z'wa: just going to write you on my return to ¥rance, butl
owing to such sudden alterations and stoppages of post etc., I was
foreced to give up the idea, 80 now I nave a little more time I am
making the sttempt to complete +his short note whieh I hope does
nov vore you to 2 gréat extent.

Having just compleled my 14 days leave and returned to my
patty, which, by the way 1 thought I was never going to find. In
my absence they had moved_from.Popermnghe to 2 place furiber down
the gouth, this sortd of thing always causes delay teo iudiV1duall
returning from leave, and consequently it took me four days fras
1eaving Tondon to the time when ] r&aeheé my deﬂtznﬁxiaan-wgux%ﬂg
this journey there were aeveral unusual thinge occuring all the tlme
and 1 thought to recal; gome of them while I am laid in hespltal
would be rather m@re.ihtaresting than to keep on looking at the
blank walls and sickly patients in the ward.

To commence with‘ 1 dont't profess to be a journalist or a
writer of setounding stories, but merely for amusement and passilime
71 am jotting down s few ot my experiences during the brief stay I
had.this'time in France, and at trle same time 1 think they will.
certainly interesl you a little.

well: on the morning of the olet March 1 was travelling

- fsst towards the railhead called Jussy, when suddenly aspout 3=-30 2.l

A e

_ﬁ terrifie bambardment opened out which appeared to be on a very

| wide front, gust then we came 1o & standetill =0 I had a lcok out to

cee if we were anywinere near houme. 1 heard someone 8&y wthe German




(2)

offensive hag beguny*® and I could not turn to them to say it was an
untruth, 28 it ahunded only too trug, therefore, we were quite
gatisfied to sa& we hoped they would get 28 much as they gave,

I arrived at the end of the Railway Journey about 5 a.m,
and reported at Divisional Head Quamters where taere wasla
substantial breakfast ready for all those arriving off leave, Aftér
this meal I enquired for my Batt? who were just a few miles away,
I could not get a ride for some time as they seemed to be busy moving
everything and everybody, but sbout 12 noon two busses were moving
off in my direction and the driver said he would put me offf where
I wanted to be., It was rather a perileus journey, the Bosche was
shelling the road in many places; however, there was probably taa.
much ®wind up® fer him to hit any of the busses; talk about the
"flying Scetchman® he is net in it for speed. well, the driver was
ag good as his word, he put me off but it wae at a nice little
village miles out of my way, so I went into an erderly room and
carefully scrutinised a map, then started to trudge my way back, the
march was not without interest, the first place I passed through was
what had been thé beautiful town of Chauny , but it @s now in & .
glmilar condition to Ypres , only there are a few houses left
standing, the magnificent church it passessed is literally a heap
of stones, excepting in one corner where the grucifix stands firm
on the alter; this is a most remarkable thing but it is noticeable in

most of these ruined churches,.
Ae I walked through this town the Bosche were constantly

dropping shells into the centre and scattering & few more bricks.

The R, E's were busy laying dynamite and fuse wires on all the
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bridges in readiness to blow them up; all Labour Corps were being
moved back and everybody in a statle afhpackiﬂg up. .‘with all this
going on the thought flashed across my mind we muet be going to
retreat from our positions, and the idea of it made me feel a little
bit disheartened to think thst we were going to give up land to the
Hun, which had cost us 80 many thousands of lives to gain, Then I
thought of the suppoft which I gave to the strength of our Armies
in Frsnce when I was home on leave, saying it would Dbe impossible for
him to bresk through, I am thinking my words will not be carrying
mach weight at the'praaent moment, but I am stili of the same
opinion, that our Armies will yet deal the fipnal blow, he will never
defeat Soldiers & Sailors like ours, I have come to that conclusion
F every time I have been in contact with the Bosche, =2nd at the fight
. for Villiere - Rrettonsux on the 4/4/18 it struck me more forcibly
gtill; without numbers he is no goed at all and before this year
is out he will be well on his way back te Germany,

Inthe“centre of this town ®chauny" I dropped acrose &n
officers' Club, it was quite a pleasant gurprise seeing I was ready
for a rest and a2 good feed; 1ﬁncn_waa just on the point of being
served so I soon settled down to five courses of the best - I hever
thought for one moment the Hun would be gitting there thenext day
probably enjoying a eimilar meal,

1 continued my journey and as I was leaving the town he

was shelling it more fiercely every minutle £0 I did not walk too
slowly and soon got on the right track for home, being eager to get
to the Battd in case I might get held up by some other Unit for

duty, ae they are not particular who they attach in times like these,
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I discovered that my Company had got a good Rillet in the form of

a few broken down farm buildings; they had been tidying up the
garden, paving the path with edged bricks and gravel, which made it
look very nice, théy had also a8 hen-run under c@nstructian which
was 1ntendeﬁ t0 be used for the hens the old lady had 1eft behind

in our care; of courie, you ¢=zn plainly see that we were going to
have eggs with our bacon for breskfaet; however, all th&se luxuries
were not for us, fo al noon on the 23rd Vareh those nasty minute
notices began to fly about.
1t was a lovely spring morning, one of those when a sudden

impulse seizes one to get up at o a.m, and have a walk round the
garden in your pyJjamas, enjoying the fresh air and puffing away-at '

2 cigarette to the uwaeﬁ melodies of the thrush, welll I happen‘d
to be passing an hour augy,-but it wae about 10-30 @.m. when ] was
moved from my thoughte of what a2 nice time i had had on leave by an

orderly who brought a message = Wprepale to move 8t a minutee notice"
wpighting Qrder®,

In less than five minutes wWe had'everything ready to proceed up'the
line, all our aparé kit was put on the transport and off we went to a
olace in close reserve, which was a nice grass field, a most suitable
place for us to passe the remainder of the day.

The colonel had a conference with his Company Gommanders
which lasted guite 2 long time, when it was over we were all rather
eager to know our position, but it seemed as though it was told
without warda, it was wrltten on the Gpptain'e face when he was coming
towards us; however, he broke the news witn the common phrase 9thai's

tbrﬂ it there's one Brigade lost up the line and our Batt? has to

go to fill up the gap”, the position is ra@ﬁ&r s gerioug one but we
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muet hold on at all costs. I

S0 now we knew what was in the wind we felt more settled
end I finisned reading the book which I had brought with me; in the
meantime the lad made me & nice 'bully sandwieh?, than_x.gcmpletéé
the rest of our time with two hours sleep @a® I knew there would not
be any for a few nighte to come,

On arriving at the place we had to take up & position which

was gituated in the villaga eall&d_@%ﬁ%;fgy;_* the Civilians had

Just left their homes that mﬂrniag. it was a.antt digtressing sight
to see them, all they could take with them was whatever they could
carry, it really made teare come to our eyes to see the o0ld people
erying like children. Ve went threugh‘anear two of their houses,
did not exprese one eighth of what passed threnSh

and feeling sorrx

our minds when we say all the good furniture and old faahiaﬂeﬁ.
articles which no doubt the people havcdehcriahnd for years. I'm
sure the Rev, J,L.Kyle and you too would have taken some beating uﬁhﬁ.
auction sale for some of the 0ld clocks and chairs &c., which were
all left to the mercy of the Hun, In some hﬁaatg thayhhad léft
some of the finest rabbits you could wish to gee, also quite a
number of nice fat chickens just rtﬂdf for the tabvle; these birds
of course could not be allowed to run about iﬁ the hopes of making

& good feed far.tha Bosche, so the little time we had we made good
use of the oven and soon two of them were frizzling away like a
joint of beef, After collecting a few potatoes and carrots
-everything wag prepared 0o serve up quite a tempting lunch; howevey
we began 10 realize before they were finished cooking there was

géing to be & race againet time, whether the lunch.uaald be ready
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for us or just in time for the Bosche, as he was poundering away
on our left and PAEhe with great force. It was about é to 4 on
the Hun thie time, and there was really a small bet made, anyway
we got a start with the lunch and had about one third of it when the
Capte was sent for, ] guessed what it was and I inmediately
rushed to the posts %o see if my men were all ready to move as it
was plain to see Fritz wae working round behind ue; As anticipated
we had to withdraw, which bueinesz requires handling very
carefully, as the least excitement flurries the men and control is
soon lost, 80 I just allowed three men to leave their positions at
a time and not to run, although the Bosche was getting fairly near,
We got all o1 them formed up in the village in a fairly sheltered
place and marched off juet as Fritz was coming in the other end,
None of the boye liked the idea of going back, but there it was we
got the order and it had to be obeyed, therefore, our opinion that
we could have kept him back was not worth salt, gSome rumhrks-'cri
overheard to the effect "Look at the Blooming British Army in
Retreat® . It cemtainly did 1aak.atrangn to us, I was on my
usual job in thiéﬁmaran back, bringing up the rear, but it was the
best route maréh I ever did as I had not to tell one man to keep

up. ' |
Well! after we covered a little distance we halted

for half an hour and had a smoke, this seemed to me to be rather a
cool thing to do, especially when Fritz was still on the move, and
he had us under close obgervation from one af.his balloons, although
this is the British 21l over they will have their last draw and get

on with taeir biainéus after. The funny part about it was that he
stopped advancing believing we were concentrating a large force to
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push him back, but we were only giviag the Gunners & little nmore

time to put their guns into position further in the rear, there's
ne doubt he was bluffed as we were only abeut 500 te his 9000.
After withdrawing & goed distance we came to a-plaee late
at night There was nothing fer us to eat but fortune smiled upen
us in the shape of & straw etack, each man got & batten of atrﬂrx
and covered himself up for a few hours sleep; hawa?er, it was a
bitter cold night and in about an hours time we had to get on the
move again, The Enamy were still advancing under the lovely
mo@nlight, so we acted as rear guard for about 4 miles, when we
took up a position en the Cansal Bank. The boys dug themselves well
in here and waited for the Bosche to come as fast as he liked, we
kept an eager watch all the time till late the follewing night
about 7 p.m,, the French had held him up in front of us all the
day but at laet he succeeded in pressing them back to our pesition,
I asked one Officer what was taking place, he said woh, Bga-caﬂ.?

Bosche, No-bon® , We held on for abeut another hour then we got

- our marching erders but net before Bany had served their last. Thie

withdrawal was rather a hurried one, but I went aleng te all ithe men

Yo make sure they knew where we were going te and everyone was got
out witheut a easualﬁyg 1 was last of course and took a leoek round
before leaving the position, then I made a B, line through the

forest with my servani as the Bosche was shelling it thick and

heavy, shrapnel) was hitting our helmets and trees were falling in
all directiens, naturally my platoeon had g0t picked up with the

Capt. and meved further on out of danger. There was no one to be

seen when I got through the forest, so I took a look all round the
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village of Burrains before leaving, to make ¢eriain ] was leaving

ne ene behind, and twe of the finest calves came blurring after me
likexlittle kiddies, they seemed to knew every#me had gone and |
had a great desire net to be left alone, Just then a shell burst
in & house close by which nearly dﬁtfinad and blinded us, and the
calves were seen ne more, 'li walked for abouil 4 miles and managed
te catch up %o the boys who were resting in a village. They had
had several canﬁalitias, who were being carried and soue hopped
along the best way possible, Being thirsty and tired one or two
of us got inte some of the empity cettages and parteok of a little
wine of which these French people always had sbundanei, and behold
it was good, From this place we were eautiﬁuslly moving mostly in
reserve to the French until they finally relieved us altogether,

We were not sorry when this time came as most of us were f&tliﬁg
worn out, not getting much in the way of food simce the time of

our ill-fated chickens, and the want of sleep made it worse; Dut
en the 27th larch we stayed in a village called mliffhgourt and what
a god-send to be sure, The house whera_my Cempany stayed had four
beds ready made for sleeping in, well you can dmagine the
temptation to us chaps, We did net care whad we were

*'*ffﬁgiiﬂi"ar cooking

anether chicken we had come across (at least the cook said he

determined to take the chance of one nighis

found it dead in the yard and thought i$ would go down very well
for dinner) we got into bed and slept well, but again we had to go
on another long march to a village called Beauporig , we arrived
thére about 8 p.m; and discovered the (ivilians quite worried and

excited, as they had heard the British had let the Germans break
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right through, and they had orders to be prepared to move out, so
we had to console a few of the 0ld ladies and tell them the "Bosche
partee ;y nhowever, about 2 a,m, we were sound asleep in one of
their beds with not a care in the world, when onecofathe old girls
came inte the room. It was difficult teo Jjudge Whetherzﬁhe was
one of the eppoaite_sex'ar not, her tash was fairly lengthy and a
successful air-raid on the chin would not have been so bad, but
her ﬂsilént# footsteps seemed to rouse me, she looked at each one
of us in gloryland and then departed in peace, When suddenly the
old dear_appeared agaiﬁ,in one word did she speak, #®yon-parteef
I said, Non-Madam, Bgaunqu;‘cﬁiﬁhgvbaur Qfficeer®, ghe began
saying something about the Easchele@ming, and tne four of us looked
up and said #Let him come Madam"} but.éll the time she wanted her
bed clothes fo pack up. At another house we went inté they were
all in tears and the little girl jumped on my knee and said
something about me gulng to kill Besche if he camea, then she told
me about her Pad belng killed at Ypres and he had left her the
chairs we were sitting on, ghe was a dear little girl, Everything
seemed to change there in a few minutes, we cheéfed them up that
much till they started to make us coffee, and e#eé gave us part of
their dinner. Suddenly another short notice cémeﬁanﬂ we had 1o
take up outpast ﬁasitiane 2 mile outgide the villége, ag our line
had lost touch with the rignt flank; this job lasted most of the
day, when we got the message through ®"all correct® and we could go
on our way, which meant ancther long ﬁarch in front eof us, We

arrived at pout -de ﬁﬁnt} ®arly morning, rested all day en the 29th.
oh! I forgot to mdf’éf& {2 wost of the villages we marBhed thmugh
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up to the present we were received with very black looks from the
French people, and some of taem were even putting their hands up,
sghouting Eamaraden| méaning that we had beén giving ourselves up,.
of course this sort of thing occurbed before they got any newse
about how the British Army had laid down their lives defending their
Country. | _

Welll In spite of it all we decided %o alter thnings
through ene big tewn called Bellrue, The Dboys were marching well

and feirly cheery so I turnéd round and ﬁaid ngive them a song bOoysg.
They started off with the Yrench National Anthem cuasing quite a

din in the place, §gome girla %ﬁd old ladies stmarted throwing kisses
about and waving handkérehiefé and the sides were fairly well li#eé
with people. We heard shortly after that they haé just got some

of ficial news of eour doings which made us not quite so bad as they
were ready to paint us.

We eventually arrived am_Hebercaurt for the purpose of
re-organisation en the Séth.march, 48 hours being given to us for
the purpose of getiing the Division into order, when our patt®
became pemanently attached to the Rifle Brigade, After this time
was up we started duty in the line, the usual routine going on, a
lang march there, 24 hours in, then & long mareh out =again. ao I
will pass on to the 4th April, but I never care to write much
detail about our fortune in the line; however, on this occagion
the RBosche opened out for another big attack about 5-30 right across
our front, Talk apout shells, well they came like hailstones. I
cannot tell yet how we were 50 jucky not to be blown to shregds,
but in the whole fcﬁﬂh}gﬁra,net one dropped in the trench, they were

one yard to the fpront or one yard to the rear, giving us terrible

o




(11).

shocks, and a few of the lads got buried in the dirt, then about
9 a.,m, the newe came, %gnemy advancing in mass on the rightg the
machine guns got well on to these lot and our Lewis Gune were
cending a hurricane of shots acress; however, he got too far round
and we had to withdraw rather hastily a2 he had come up rather
smartly on our left, in fact almost closing in on to ua, ﬁherefere;
we stopped at the top of the Wood to stop his rush, It was ralher
exciting in such a critical situétian, but we were successful for
a time, We got our few men set out half facing one way and half
the other in the back to back poesition and the boys gave him such
a hot time till he wae glad to get back a little Bis, gefore I
finish about this attack there is one little incident which I should
like to mention, While this shooting was in progress I saw one or
two Yorkshire lads wandering about, 2 bit lost I think, when an
Officer painted his Revolver at them, which was not necessary, but
they took no notice of him as much as 10 say wghoot if you Like® ,
1 did not have ny revolver out of the holster, and I just shouted
over to those lads "Hey kamds Jads! (ome on,rget down here and
shoot like the devil at those Germans§ 1 often thought we would
‘never get out of that corner but there was no doubt those few lads
saved the situatien, and the Bosche has not got any further to this
day,= East of villiers Brettggggz_ where I got my piece of lead,

Now I think the best I can do isg to dry up as I am sure
you must be gettiing weary of all this scribble. I'm sure when you
gave consent for me to join up in 1914, if I had thought I was going
to face so much for so many years I believe I would have hesitated;

however, as it is now I look back on my experiences with a little
oride. I starffed with the second Battle of gt.julien, &nd Rattle
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‘#éf//;f Ypres, Hooge, BRBattle on the Somme 15%th Sept. 1916, Cambrail
“ 20th Wov. 1917 & 30th Nov.1917, ten days in this 14 days German

Offensive, and doing front line work in all the intervals, There
are many others wnhno have gone through more than I, and I believ&_it
- ie ged alone who brings us safely through. 2
1 read.yauémiéffé; with intePfest the other day also pleased
: to hear of Jim,
] I am getting on fine now, still in bed and should be
. plesged to see both mother and you but don't you think it would be
E t@® . .o for mother,
|  @ive my best love to all,
: " From your Son ,

e “Will,




