10 MEMOIRS

Cupt. OSWALD J. BAMFORD—confinued,

all in the same vein—he was a brave and
plucky officer, and died a true soldier. He
was highly esteemed by a wide circle of [riends
throughout the county. He was a prominent
member  of the Catholic congregation at
Uttoxeter, and in the new church recently
built in that town by his father, he leaves a
lasting memorial in the form of a beautiful
mosaic altar, the cost of which he and his
brother, Mr, H, B. Bamford, contributed.”

A letter to his wife from a military Chaplain,

dated October 17th, 1915, shows that Captain
Bamford was well prepared to face death : —

Ina little country church we assembled ** to make our
souls " and prepare in our Master's company to face the
danger. Capt. Bamford came forwarid and served my
Mass that morning and went to his duties with many
others, It was in the carly phase of the attack that
he fell shot, and died immediately., They afterwards
recovered his body, and buried him with many of his
companions. We had a little chat in the sacristy after
Mass was over, and knowing the danger he was going
into, he said : “ If T am called this time, Padre, you
have prepared me well; I trust all in God now.”

2nd Lieut. RAYMUND BINNS, 3rd Bn, (attached 8th Bn.) The Yorkshire Regt.

The letter written by Raymund Binns’
Colonel, announcing his death to his widow,
described him as *a fine soldier,” who died
* whilst assaulting the enemy's position, which
the battalion eventually captured.”

His death was instantancous—a bullet through the
head,

A brother officer, describing his hearing
during the attack in which he met his death,
on the evening of July roth, 1916, said :—

He was perfectly splendid, and the men followed him
wherever he went, The men of his platoon carried
him back to Becourt cemetery outside Albert and
gave him a burial any soldier might be proud of. He
was the bravest platoon commander [ have had.

“

At the time when the bullet struck him he
was leading the bombers of the battalion.
His men had just captured the first trench,
His soldier servant, who supplied these details,
spoke feelingly of his affection for his oflicer
and of the regard felt for him by all the men
in his platoon.

At the outbreak of war Lieut. Binns, though
married and successfully embarked on  his
career as an artist, unhesitatingly gave up his
happy home and congenial work 10 join the
Army. “1I feel the times call for something
a bit heroic,” he observed quictly o a near

relative who was discussing the sacrifice he
had made.

The artist friend, with whom he worked and
who was much atached to him, wrote thus :

When Fr. John Gerard sent Raymumd Hinns with a
letter of introduction, his name was familiar to me as
figuring very frequently among the winners of the
drawing prizes at Stonyburst ; and it was a pleasure
to pass him along from the uncongenial surroundings
of an office in the city to the Art and Book Company.

Attendance at evening classes soon gave him greater
facility in draughtsmanship, and when | moved into
the country to work with stained glass in more pleasant
surroundings, he very gladly joined me, He was at
all times a well tricd friend,  He was keen in work or
at play, clean-minded and cheery, a Catholic through
and through, and an honour to the College of his
uphringing.

1 have not seen his equal in diving, anid he was a
fine swimmer and a capital forward at hockey.

The time came when his artistic ability had outrun
the work I could lay before him. In lLondon he was
rapidly making a name for himself by the dignity and
well-ordered  balance of his designs and  letterings,
Not the least happy of these are the drawings which
form the design still used for the cover of the Stonyhurst
Magazine, anid the delightful end papers of the book
of views of Stonyhurst,

Lieut. Binns was born in 1884, and entered
Stonvhurst in 18g7. He was the son ol the
late Dr. Binns and of Mrs, Binns, of Bast

Bergholt,



STONYHURST WAR RECORD

axp Ligvr. RAYMUND L. BINNS,
grp Bn. (attached 8th Bn.) Tue Yorxsmire Rear.

Boarm March z2ist, 1884, 0.5, 1807,

Killed in action in France, near Ovillers-La Doisselle, July 1oth, 1916,
at the Battle of Albert, 1916, first of the Battles of the
Somme, 1916,



